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When we were going through the reams of amazing kid feedback 
from the Resurrection lesson (pages 8/9/10) I had a bit of a mo-
ment... No-one, not even the most ardent atheists, argue that Je-
sus isn't "real" in the sense of having been someone who actually 
lived and walked the Earth. And virtually no-one bar the lunatic 
fringe of the atheist faction - a tiny, tiny minority! - disputes that 
the real historical person called Jesus, was executed by the rul-
ing Romans, and that the means of execution was crucifixion. 
That however, is where any "agreement" ends and the stakes 
reach boiling point - literally becoming about life and death, 
FOREVER - because absolutely EVERYTHING hangs on the 
next bit... Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? In every sense, it is 
the bulls-eye of the Christian faith! In fact, there is no Christian 
faith UNLESS Christ rose from the dead - so says The Apostle 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:17 - "...if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile..." If Jesus was not resurrected, Acts 1:1-3, arguably 
the most astonishing scripture in the entire Bible, would be a com-
plete fabrication, and Jesus Himself, would be a liar - Revelation 
1:18 - "...I was dead, and now look, I am alive forever and ever." 
In court, verdicts are reached on the basis of evidence. For ex-
ample, none of us "saw" the Great Train Robbery take place in 
August 1963. It predated iPhones, so it wasn't filmed, and there 
was no CCTV at the time. Yet, because of a multitude of other 
corroborating evidence, the perpetrators could not escape justice.
It may sound odd, but whether there was or wasn't a Resurrection - 
if it is to be more than just a "faith" thing - has to be subjected to the 
same evidential tests, and let me tell you, no event in history has 
been subjected to more scrutiny than the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ! If the doubters could disprove it, they would, because that's 
how they'd get the "win" they desire so much. But they can't, and the 
reason they can't, is because the evidence is just too compelling!!

For me, the big one is the transformation of the disciples from 
ordinary into extraordinary (looked at in a previous devotional), 
because without the Resurrection such transformation is totally in-
explicable! But there's mountains of other evidence too, and the 
lawyer in me is fascinated by its depth, its variety, and most of all, 
by its overwhelming forcefulness. "Evidence of Identity" was the title 
of my thesis at university, and I've often wondered if I should do a 
Miracle That is Israel type book called The Resurrection: Fact or Fic-
tion? One day maybe... but in the meantime, here's a few insights... 
The Apostle Paul would be a key witness in the "trial", his con-
version sparking arguably the most drastically changed life in 
the Bible! Saul of Tarsus was a Pharisee whose sworn objective 
was to wipe out the early Christian church! He would have despised 
anything that challenged Jewish tradition and he would have seen 
Christianity and the following of a "false" messiah, as an af-
front, a disloyal insult; something that needed to be crushed! 
He clearly revelled in it, and when the High Priest instructed him to 
rid Damascus of Christians, he responded with gusto. It was who 
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When you add Paul’s testimony to that of the disciples, you 
have something that carries huge weight from a trial/evidential perspective, 
and that is that both "friend" and "foe" alike are in agreement, saying the 
same thing: that Jesus had indeed, been resurrected from the dead!
Another factor that's always fascinated me is how (and why) we take Holy 
Communion after being instructed to do so by Jesus Himself. The practice 
begins virtually the minute Jesus ascends to Heaven, with the disciples 
and believers coming together to celebrate - 1 Cor 5:7-8 - not His great 
teaching or His many miracles, but rather bizarrely, His death, His being 
publicly and brutally executed!!? That seems very strange to me! A "mod-
ern day" equivalent would be "fans" of say, John F. Kennedy getting togeth-
er to celebrate not his charisma, or the hope he engendered, or his brilliant 
oratory, but the fact he was shot and killed in Deeley Plaza, Dallas!! I mean, 
how ridiculous would that be? But that’s exactly what happens with the early 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it is 

proved beyond any doubt, let alone a reasonable doubt."
sir lionel luckhoo, cbe, legendary trial lawyer
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Christians who in effect, "celebrate" Jesus’ death... Why would they do that? 
Because they knew it wasn't the last word; they knew His subsequent 
Resurrection - which they KNEW had happened - conquered death for 
them (us) too - 1 Thess 4:14 - and they understood that His rising from 
the dead is a first fruits resurrection that precedes a harvest of resur-
rection - 1 Cor 17:20. In other words, HE beat death, so that WE could 
beat death. It's why for 2000 years and more, Christians "celebrate" His 
death... because it is/was a vital first step to a much greater victory!!
Let me use the space left to look at another key piece of very significant ev-
idence... the women! In the Roman/Palestinian/Jewish patriarchal society 
of 30AD Jerusalem, women were right at the bottom of the social ladder, 
so much so that even the Apostle Paul forgets (or otherwise) to mention 
them on his list of people who saw the resurrected Jesus! Now, if you were 
going to concoct a story in an effort to fool others in first century Jeru-
salem, you'd never (in that day) have damaged your own credibility by 
saying that it was women who discovered the empty tomb! When the 
male Gospel writers report the "embarassing" involvement of women 
therefore,  they did so because that was how it happened! If they’d been 
making it up in a desire to create a false narrative, they'd surely have had 
men find the empty tomb, ideally, respected men, like Pharisees or even, if 
from within their own group, the likes of one or more of the disciples. 
Lack of space means I can't share more from what is a veritable mountain 
of evidence that all happens to point the same way: to the fact that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is real and true in every possible sense!! 
Romans 10:9 - If you confess with your mouth that "Jesus is Lord," and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved 
- makes it crystal clear that belief in the resurrection is a prerequisite to 
being saved, so it's little wonder the enemy battles the way he does!! Yet 
even outside of "faith" - strictly on the evidence alone - the resurrection 
is by far the most thoroughly attested event in ancient history! Our faith 
in it's truth and veracity is well-founded dear partners and, as the su-
preme vindication of Jesus' divine identity, it is the miracle of miracles!!
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he was - a persecutor of the faithful - Galatians 1:13 - You know 
what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion, how I violent-
ly persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it.
But on his way to Damascus, something happens that causes 
him to turn full circle, where suddenly, he doesn't just ease off 
on pursuing and killing Christians, he joins them, goes against 
his entire upbringing and all that he knows, and becomes a 
Christian himself! How does something like that happen?
Well, it happened because Paul met the risen Jesus on the Road 
to Damascus, face-to-face!! 1 Corinthians 15:4-8 - he appeared 
to Peter... the Twelve... the 500... James... all the apostles...and 
last of all he appeared to me. That's Paul's own lips (and pen) 
telling us about how Jesus interacted with various people - 
up to 500 at one time (that's a lot of eye-witnesses!) - AFTER 
he was dead and critically, the last one on the list, was he 
himself - "last of all, he appeared to me" - emphatically con-
firming his personal encounter with the resurrected Jesus!      
Paul would have known a lot of the people on that list!! It's 
why he includes (in verse 6) the phrase, "most of whom are 
still living", totally assured that he (and they) really did see the 
resurrected Jesus, because he's virtually saying to people at 
the time - "Look, if you don't believe me, go ask them" - 100% 
confident that if they did, they'd all back him up!!
Saul inspired terror in early Christians - Acts 9:26 - When he 
came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples... but they were 
all afraid of him... and that remember, was after he was saved, 
after they'd heard he'd "changed" and become Paul!! Yes, 
the transformation Saul-to-Paul, was about as radical as it gets: 
from persecutor and killer of Christians to the greatest evange-
list and missionary of all time!! Now however you look at it, that 
demands an explanation and, on the balance of probability, by 
far the best explanation is that Paul is telling the truth when 
he says he met the risen Jesus - 1 Cor 9:1 - ...Have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? If he didn’t, it means he made it up! If 
so, why? For what? It wasn’t like he got half-a-million quid in his 
hand and a villa on the Mediterranean coast, was it? I mean, 
all he got was pain and suffering... lots of it (see 2 Cor 11:24-
27)... including three terms in jail, 195 lashes with the cat-o'-nine 
tails, beating after beating, three shipwrecks, poverty, mocking, 
humiliation, hunger and homelessness! Then finally, in Rome in 
AD67, Nero, the Christian-hating Emperor, had him beheaded!! 
Now there's loads of independent ancient sources (both Chris-
tian and non-Christian) who all report that Paul was willing to 
suffer continuously and to die for his beliefs. Yet, it could all have 
stopped in an instant if he'd said that the resurrected Christ was 
just something he and others, had made up. But he couldn't, 
because he KNEW it was true... so he endured and em-
braced it all, counted it as joy even! It wasn't a "by faith" thing 
for him. He lived it, experienced it; knew it! It had set him 
free. And it all began that momentous day on the Damascus 
Road, when he came face-to-face with the fact that the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead was 100% real!!  
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10/06/22... To say that we have a big two-and-a-half-
months ahead of us from a financial perspective, 
would be a major understatement!! Praise the Lord 
though, our testimony is that the first 9 months of 
this academic year have seen us rebound to where 
we were before Covid struck, when there were no 
Government furlough/SEISS schemes. This is a big 
deal, because the assistance in 2020/21, though 
necessary and fair given HMGov's insistence on 
shutting nearly everything down in response to the 
virus, saw these schemes fill the resultant financial 
hole. But 2021/22 hasn’t had this category of income, 
meaning that ALL pre-Covid income streams needed 
to get right back to where they were before the two 
momentum-sapping, Covid-affected years. By God’s 
grace though, and some INCREDIBLY generous 
people like yourselves and our partner ministries, 
churches, trusts and foundations, we’re not far off 
there!! All we need now, is a summer/fourth quarter 
from a trusts & foundations perspective, like we had 
in 2015/16, 16/17, 17/18 & 18/19!! God’s done it before  
- several times over - and we believe He’ll do it again, 
setting us up in the process to take more ground in 
a back-to-normal-from-the-start 2022/23... which will 
also see DCW Church fully back in action thanks to 
the great news Lawrie’s shared on the back page!! 
Trusts & Foundations… One out of the three appli-
cations we know we’re able to submit this summer, 
has already been submitted… please pray for this 
£5,000 request! However, the second £5,000 appli-
cation, and the larger one for £20,000, will now be 
submitted w/c 20th June, a little later than we ini-
tially thought in the Easter magazine. Needless to 
say, we need God’s grace and favour to be all over 
these applications!! As well as this trio, we’ll be aim-
ing to find at least two more trusts and foundations 
to apply to, just so there’s more seed out there that 
we can pray into. But however many applications 
we’re able to put out in the next few weeks, we’re 
believing God for a minimum £25-30K to come in 
from our efforts, so that we can show a full recov-
ery from Covid and march confidently into 2022/23 
without the economic concerns that appear to be 
everywhere right now! Please pray as led!!
Print... Work on the new Mighty Mar-
vels Journal for 2022/23 is now well 
underway. Sponsors are needed to 
help cover the print cost which has 
jumped significantly this year, to 
£2250! Similarly, sponsors are need-
ed for the Summer, September and 
Christmas issues of Spotlight (£250 
per issue) as well as the 2022/23 
All-Star Journal which is likely to 
cost £400. Please pray.
Bible Giveaway July 2022...
Please see back page update 
to find our where we are right 
now in our efforts to raise the 
finance needed to make this 
year’s Bible Giveaway happen in Jesus’ 
name! And as always, please pray!



When we were going through the reams of amazing kid feedback 
from the Resurrection lesson (pages 8/9/10) I had a bit of a mo-
ment... No-one, not even the most ardent atheists, argue that Je-
sus isn't "real" in the sense of having been someone who actually 
lived and walked the Earth. And virtually no-one bar the lunatic 
fringe of the atheist faction - a tiny, tiny minority! - disputes that 
the real historical person called Jesus, was executed by the rul-
ing Romans, and that the means of execution was crucifixion. 
That however, is where any "agreement" ends and the stakes 
reach boiling point - literally becoming about life and death, 
FOREVER - because absolutely EVERYTHING hangs on the 
next bit... Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? In every sense, it is 
the bulls-eye of the Christian faith! In fact, there is no Christian 
faith UNLESS Christ rose from the dead - so says The Apostle 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:17 - "...if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile..." If Jesus was not resurrected, Acts 1:1-3, arguably 
the most astonishing scripture in the entire Bible, would be a com-
plete fabrication, and Jesus Himself, would be a liar - Revelation 
1:18 - "...I was dead, and now look, I am alive forever and ever." 
In court, verdicts are reached on the basis of evidence. For ex-
ample, none of us "saw" the Great Train Robbery take place in 
August 1963. It predated iPhones, so it wasn't filmed, and there 
was no CCTV at the time. Yet, because of a multitude of other 
corroborating evidence, the perpetrators could not escape justice.
It may sound odd, but whether there was or wasn't a Resurrection - 
if it is to be more than just a "faith" thing - has to be subjected to the 
same evidential tests, and let me tell you, no event in history has 
been subjected to more scrutiny than the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ! If the doubters could disprove it, they would, because that's 
how they'd get the "win" they desire so much. But they can't, and the 
reason they can't, is because the evidence is just too compelling!!

For me, the big one is the transformation of the disciples from 
ordinary into extraordinary (looked at in a previous devotional), 
because without the Resurrection such transformation is totally in-
explicable! But there's mountains of other evidence too, and the 
lawyer in me is fascinated by its depth, its variety, and most of all, 
by its overwhelming forcefulness. "Evidence of Identity" was the title 
of my thesis at university, and I've often wondered if I should do a 
Miracle That is Israel type book called The Resurrection: Fact or Fic-
tion? One day maybe... but in the meantime, here's a few insights... 
The Apostle Paul would be a key witness in the "trial", his con-
version sparking arguably the most drastically changed life in 
the Bible! Saul of Tarsus was a Pharisee whose sworn objective 
was to wipe out the early Christian church! He would have despised 
anything that challenged Jewish tradition and he would have seen 
Christianity and the following of a "false" messiah, as an af-
front, a disloyal insult; something that needed to be crushed! 
He clearly revelled in it, and when the High Priest instructed him to 
rid Damascus of Christians, he responded with gusto. It was who 
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When you add Paul’s testimony to that of the disciples, you 
have something that carries huge weight from a trial/evidential perspective, 
and that is that both "friend" and "foe" alike are in agreement, saying the 
same thing: that Jesus had indeed, been resurrected from the dead!
Another factor that's always fascinated me is how (and why) we take Holy 
Communion after being instructed to do so by Jesus Himself. The practice 
begins virtually the minute Jesus ascends to Heaven, with the disciples 
and believers coming together to celebrate - 1 Cor 5:7-8 - not His great 
teaching or His many miracles, but rather bizarrely, His death, His being 
publicly and brutally executed!!? That seems very strange to me! A "mod-
ern day" equivalent would be "fans" of say, John F. Kennedy getting togeth-
er to celebrate not his charisma, or the hope he engendered, or his brilliant 
oratory, but the fact he was shot and killed in Deeley Plaza, Dallas!! I mean, 
how ridiculous would that be? But that’s exactly what happens with the early 
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Christians who in effect, "celebrate" Jesus’ death... Why would they do that? 
Because they knew it wasn't the last word; they knew His subsequent 
Resurrection - which they KNEW had happened - conquered death for 
them (us) too - 1 Thess 4:14 - and they understood that His rising from 
the dead is a first fruits resurrection that precedes a harvest of resur-
rection - 1 Cor 17:20. In other words, HE beat death, so that WE could 
beat death. It's why for 2000 years and more, Christians "celebrate" His 
death... because it is/was a vital first step to a much greater victory!!
Let me use the space left to look at another key piece of very significant ev-
idence... the women! In the Roman/Palestinian/Jewish patriarchal society 
of 30AD Jerusalem, women were right at the bottom of the social ladder, 
so much so that even the Apostle Paul forgets (or otherwise) to mention 
them on his list of people who saw the resurrected Jesus! Now, if you were 
going to concoct a story in an effort to fool others in first century Jeru-
salem, you'd never (in that day) have damaged your own credibility by 
saying that it was women who discovered the empty tomb! When the 
male Gospel writers report the "embarassing" involvement of women 
therefore,  they did so because that was how it happened! If they’d been 
making it up in a desire to create a false narrative, they'd surely have had 
men find the empty tomb, ideally, respected men, like Pharisees or even, if 
from within their own group, the likes of one or more of the disciples. 
Lack of space means I can't share more from what is a veritable mountain 
of evidence that all happens to point the same way: to the fact that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is real and true in every possible sense!! 
Romans 10:9 - If you confess with your mouth that "Jesus is Lord," and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved 
- makes it crystal clear that belief in the resurrection is a prerequisite to 
being saved, so it's little wonder the enemy battles the way he does!! Yet 
even outside of "faith" - strictly on the evidence alone - the resurrection 
is by far the most thoroughly attested event in ancient history! Our faith 
in it's truth and veracity is well-founded dear partners and, as the su-
preme vindication of Jesus' divine identity, it is the miracle of miracles!!

2

he was - a persecutor of the faithful - Galatians 1:13 - You know 
what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion, how I violent-
ly persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it.
But on his way to Damascus, something happens that causes 
him to turn full circle, where suddenly, he doesn't just ease off 
on pursuing and killing Christians, he joins them, goes against 
his entire upbringing and all that he knows, and becomes a 
Christian himself! How does something like that happen?
Well, it happened because Paul met the risen Jesus on the Road 
to Damascus, face-to-face!! 1 Corinthians 15:4-8 - he appeared 
to Peter... the Twelve... the 500... James... all the apostles...and 
last of all he appeared to me. That's Paul's own lips (and pen) 
telling us about how Jesus interacted with various people - 
up to 500 at one time (that's a lot of eye-witnesses!) - AFTER 
he was dead and critically, the last one on the list, was he 
himself - "last of all, he appeared to me" - emphatically con-
firming his personal encounter with the resurrected Jesus!      
Paul would have known a lot of the people on that list!! It's 
why he includes (in verse 6) the phrase, "most of whom are 
still living", totally assured that he (and they) really did see the 
resurrected Jesus, because he's virtually saying to people at 
the time - "Look, if you don't believe me, go ask them" - 100% 
confident that if they did, they'd all back him up!!
Saul inspired terror in early Christians - Acts 9:26 - When he 
came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples... but they were 
all afraid of him... and that remember, was after he was saved, 
after they'd heard he'd "changed" and become Paul!! Yes, 
the transformation Saul-to-Paul, was about as radical as it gets: 
from persecutor and killer of Christians to the greatest evange-
list and missionary of all time!! Now however you look at it, that 
demands an explanation and, on the balance of probability, by 
far the best explanation is that Paul is telling the truth when 
he says he met the risen Jesus - 1 Cor 9:1 - ...Have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? If he didn’t, it means he made it up! If 
so, why? For what? It wasn’t like he got half-a-million quid in his 
hand and a villa on the Mediterranean coast, was it? I mean, 
all he got was pain and suffering... lots of it (see 2 Cor 11:24-
27)... including three terms in jail, 195 lashes with the cat-o'-nine 
tails, beating after beating, three shipwrecks, poverty, mocking, 
humiliation, hunger and homelessness! Then finally, in Rome in 
AD67, Nero, the Christian-hating Emperor, had him beheaded!! 
Now there's loads of independent ancient sources (both Chris-
tian and non-Christian) who all report that Paul was willing to 
suffer continuously and to die for his beliefs. Yet, it could all have 
stopped in an instant if he'd said that the resurrected Christ was 
just something he and others, had made up. But he couldn't, 
because he KNEW it was true... so he endured and em-
braced it all, counted it as joy even! It wasn't a "by faith" thing 
for him. He lived it, experienced it; knew it! It had set him 
free. And it all began that momentous day on the Damascus 
Road, when he came face-to-face with the fact that the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead was 100% real!!  
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10/06/22... To say that we have a big two-and-a-half-
months ahead of us from a financial perspective, 
would be a major understatement!! Praise the Lord 
though, our testimony is that the first 9 months of 
this academic year have seen us rebound to where 
we were before Covid struck, when there were no 
Government furlough/SEISS schemes. This is a big 
deal, because the assistance in 2020/21, though 
necessary and fair given HMGov's insistence on 
shutting nearly everything down in response to the 
virus, saw these schemes fill the resultant financial 
hole. But 2021/22 hasn’t had this category of income, 
meaning that ALL pre-Covid income streams needed 
to get right back to where they were before the two 
momentum-sapping, Covid-affected years. By God’s 
grace though, and some INCREDIBLY generous 
people like yourselves and our partner ministries, 
churches, trusts and foundations, we’re not far off 
there!! All we need now, is a summer/fourth quarter 
from a trusts & foundations perspective, like we had 
in 2015/16, 16/17, 17/18 & 18/19!! God’s done it before  
- several times over - and we believe He’ll do it again, 
setting us up in the process to take more ground in 
a back-to-normal-from-the-start 2022/23... which will 
also see DCW Church fully back in action thanks to 
the great news Lawrie’s shared on the back page!! 
Trusts & Foundations… One out of the three appli-
cations we know we’re able to submit this summer, 
has already been submitted… please pray for this 
£5,000 request! However, the second £5,000 appli-
cation, and the larger one for £20,000, will now be 
submitted w/c 20th June, a little later than we ini-
tially thought in the Easter magazine. Needless to 
say, we need God’s grace and favour to be all over 
these applications!! As well as this trio, we’ll be aim-
ing to find at least two more trusts and foundations 
to apply to, just so there’s more seed out there that 
we can pray into. But however many applications 
we’re able to put out in the next few weeks, we’re 
believing God for a minimum £25-30K to come in 
from our efforts, so that we can show a full recov-
ery from Covid and march confidently into 2022/23 
without the economic concerns that appear to be 
everywhere right now! Please pray as led!!
Print... Work on the new Mighty Mar-
vels Journal for 2022/23 is now well 
underway. Sponsors are needed to 
help cover the print cost which has 
jumped significantly this year, to 
£2250! Similarly, sponsors are need-
ed for the Summer, September and 
Christmas issues of Spotlight (£250 
per issue) as well as the 2022/23 
All-Star Journal which is likely to 
cost £400. Please pray.
Bible Giveaway July 2022...
Please see back page update 
to find our where we are right 
now in our efforts to raise the 
finance needed to make this 
year’s Bible Giveaway happen in Jesus’ 
name! And as always, please pray!



ALL-STAR LEADERS GET BACK IN THE   GROOVE AT ST MADOC CHRISTIAN CENTRE!ALL-STAR LEADERS GET BACK IN THE   GROOVE AT ST MADOC CHRISTIAN CENTRE!
Following the success of our All-Star 
Leadership trip to Morfa Bay back in 
November, the Marvels were really 
looking forward to our second res-
idential of the year… Easter @ St 
Madoc Christian Centre!! And with 
over 60 of our awesome young lead-

ers making the trip, it lived up to ex-
pectations and proved to be another 

great relationship building opportunity!!
Still on a high from the three quality Sports 

Days (see pages 6 & 7) that immediate-
ly preceded the trip, the team spirit was electric 

right from the off! Beach games, quick cricket, and 
touch rugby dominated the day activities, but prob-
ably the best part of the entire trip was the karaoke 
that took place in the evening! Many of the leaders 
took to the stage (some were forced, haa!) to give 
their rendition of their favourite song, and to see 
so many of them come out of their shell and grow 
in confidence was a testimony to the work of the 
All-Star Programme in their lives. 
Delighted Team Leader, Smithy, told Spotlight:  "It 
was a real quality trip, and in terms of confidence-
building, easily the best we’ve had... and after 
Covid, it was really needed!! Watching so many of 
the Leaders smash through their glass ceiling will 
genuinely stay with me forever. Lots of them were 
miles out of their comfort zones, but fact is, you 
can't be a role model and an influencer in schools 
without developing your confidence and your 
character! It's a dual thing and occasions like this 
one, are a really big part of the process. I also had 
the sense that both the timing and essence of 
the trip to St Madoc was somehow, part of God’s 
plan as we seek to re-establish the influence of 
DCW Church over the next few months!!"
Yes, our platform for influence has well and truly 
been restored, and we're believing that we're going 
to see a harvest once DCW Church (and our new 
building) opens its doors... see back page!!
Please pray into this on our behalf, and pray too, 
for all the young leaders we reach with our posi-
tive Christian role models and message.
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Despite the pandemic lockdowns/school closures abso-
lutely decimating our Events Programme, we stayed true 
to the promise of Hebrews 13:5, believing our hearts that 
God really will "never leave us, nor forsake us". It took a 
while, of course it did, but Easter 2022 finally saw us host 
Sports Day - or perhaps "Sports Days" is more appropriate 
- marking our first outdoor event in over two years!! 
Due to the massive demand for SummerCamp and 
for the February half-term Head-2-Head events, the 
Marvels decided to go above and beyond the call of duty 
over Easter, giving an incredible 360 young people the 
opportunity to take part! Powered by the Marvels and 
more than 60 All-Star Leaders, Sports Day 2022 proved 
to be an outstanding success story that in many ways, 
was something of a bounce-back miracle, with the most 
miraculous bit maybe, being the weather! The bleak outlook 
had Lucy reminding the team of a recent prayer meeting 
where Pastor John Cox emphasised that "Elijah was just 
a man" - just like us - so if God could come through and 
help him to achieve the miraculous, why would we be any 
different!!? In faith we prayed, and incredibly God turned a 
dreadful 3-day forecast, into fantastic weather! He had to 
of course, because we couldn’t put 400+ people inside in 
one go, unless we hired out Cardiff’s Motorpoint Arena!!! 
Connah, who oversaw the planning for the event, told 
Spotlight: "What an awesome 3 days it was!!" he said, 
beaming. "I’ve been to my fair share of Sports Days as both 
All-Star and Marvel, but honestly, this was the best one by far! 

The numbers were amazing and the buzz 
at an all-time high, and even the weather, 
which could easily have undermined us, 

was literally perfect! The Marvels were on top 
form, the All-Star Leaders were awesome, and 
the kids loved every single second! My prayer 
now is that God really uses this success as 
a kind of statement to Rhondda, sending 
a message to young people and 
parents that Sporting Marvels is 
where it’s all at!! We know all too 
well from pre-Covid, how God can 
use this momentum, and that’s what 
we’re fighting to get back to, as we 
focus on the bigger picture with 
this summer’s Bible Giveaway and 

DCW Church!" 
Please pray as led!
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SPORTS SPORTS DAYDAY TURNS INTO SPORTS  TURNS INTO SPORTS DAYDAYSS      AS MARVELS MAKE A WAY FOR 400+!!AS MARVELS MAKE A WAY FOR 400+!!

Please note: this big group photo is actually a combo of all 
3 Sports Day events (2 x Mighty Marvels and 1 x All-Star)!!
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by lauren
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"Today I learnt about Jesus’ resurrection! I hated watching him die last week. 
It was horrible! But today, he came back to life and I can’t quite believe it!! It’s 

crazy! OUR KING, OUR PRINCE, IS BACK! I can feel it inside, in my stomach, in
my head. In my heart! Jesus is real and this story will always be true! I know it!!"

 Cain, Llwynypia Primary School

"I would've loved to have seen the surprise and shock
on the disciples faces when Jesus walked in on

them eating. Not even death could kill him!"
Cullen, Pontygwaith Primary School

Following the feedback we ran in the last issue from the Cru-
cifixion lesson, we thought we'd do an immediate follow-up 
with feedback taken this time, from our Resurrection lesson... 
The Resurrection is Phil's chosen subject for his devotional 
on (pages 2 & 3) and as is often the case, he shared it with 
the team at a recent prayer meeting. It was a great speak, eye-
opening in many ways, and I was really struck by the stark 
reality that ultimately - to quote the Apostle Paul - there is no 
Christian faith unless Christ rose from the dead! If He did, it's 
all true. If He didn't, it's not just not true, it's a big lie!! 
Thankfully, there's heaps of evidence to reinforce 
what we already know to be true in our hearts: 
that Jesus vanquished evil and death and made 
our salvation possible in the process! We’re in-
credibly grateful therefore, to have the opportu-
nity to share the truth of the resurrection with 
today's generation through the Mighty Marvels Programme, 
and to see (and to read) their reactions and responses! Yet 
just 8 months ago, the majority of these kids had no real idea 
that Jesus was anything more than "baby Jesus at Christ-
mas". While the glory is God's, the team is vital to this pro-
cess. Their personal development and maturity, and ever-in-
creasing passion and intensity levels, are big factors in the 
overall mix. The kids love them because they can see that 
the Marvels really love them.  Little wonder then, that Phil de-
scribes this batch of feedback as the "best ever!" 
"The Crucifixion always evokes awesome  feedback", he 
said. "But for the first time in 17 years of Mighty Marvels 
teaching, it's been matched, outdone maybe, by feedback 
from the Resurrection lesson. My own view is that the sense 
of 'hope' the resurrection engenders has clashed with the 
'hopelessness' caused by the likes of school closures, lock-
down and Covid. Either way, massive thanks to all our part-
ners for helping make it possible!" Yes, be blessed…!!  
Callie, Cwmclydach: Jesus rose again after being killed! How 
amazing is that? I would've loved to have been there to witness 
such an amazing miracle. The disciples couldn’t get their heads 
round it! He is truly the Son of God! Thank you Jesus, for doing 
what you done just because you love everyone, including me!!
Nicole, Pontygwaith: Today’s lesson really made me smile 
because Jesus rose from the dead! Last week really made me 
sad, but today was completely different! Incredible!! He proved 
everyone wrong, carried out the plan, motivated the disciples, 
and even if some people can’t see it, he changed everything!
Eva, Llyn Y Forwyn: I was really upset when they were so 
cruel to Jesus and cried when they nailed him to the cross so 
today, in our Mighty Marvels lesson, my heart almost stopped 
when he rose again!! I was so relieved, but the disciples were 
scared, seeing him face to face after he was dead! I can’t really 
blame them I suppose, because I would have been too!
Maisey, Ynyshir: No-one can kill Jesus, because His love is 
better than anyone whose ever walked this Earth. The miracles 
he did were amazing, and I’m not sure how someone who wit-
nessed them first-hand didn’t believe in him. I do, and I even 
didn’t see them. But I know they happened, just like I know that 
Jesus is the real Messiah (the chosen one) and the Son of God!
Ashton, Maerdy: Seeing Jesus come back to life was really 
thrilling and so much better than last week’s lesson, where they 
were so cruel to him. He proved to everyone that he truly was 
the Son of God and that must have made him feel pretty cool! 

Jack, Alaw: Jesus did exactly what he said he was going to do. 
He died and then came back to life again, FOR US! It makes 
me feel special to think he went through all that for me!
Quaide, Bodringallt: It think it's incredible that what Jesus did 
was so amazing that we’re still talking about it in 2022!! 
Teulu, YGG Bronllwyn: Jesus always keeps his promises. He 
told his disciples that he’d rise again after 3 days. I’m so glad 
he did! The Mighty Marvels lessons always make me think. But 
this story seems to be all I can think of right now. I’m not sure 
why but I truly believe that he rose again on the third day! 
Mason, Llwynypia: A couple of women went to his tomb with 
spices to put on Jesus’ body, but the tomb was empty!! The 
women were shocked and told everyone about it. The disciples 
ran to the tomb and found it was true. It was empty! He is risen 
they shouted! I believe in God and I believe in Jesus too!!
Amy, Bodringallt: I was like the disciples – shocked and 
scared! Not even death could kill Jesus. He is very special!
Ethan, Pontrhondda: After seeing his mother so sad when 
they killed him, I was very relieved to hear that Jesus had come 
back to life and risen from the dead! He did say he would mind, 
and he really came through on his promise!!

Reigan, Parc: I would have hated seeing Jesus die on that 
cross. It was hard enough watching it on the video, but those 
poor disciples must have felt terrible! It's no wonder they ran 
away. I think I probably would have too. But the story had a 
happy ending because Jesus came back! Yes, he really did!! 
Lily, Cymmer: How must that lady have felt, arriving at the 
tomb and finding Jesus wasn’t there? All day on the Saturday, 
she had to wait because it was the Sabbath and Jewish people 
weren’t allowed to do anything on the Sabbath. So, on Sunday, 
she went to the tomb but when she got there, it was empty!!!

Ioan, YGG Llwncelyn: I can’t believe how 
awesome Jesus is, being able to come back to 

life and fulfil his purpose just like he said he 
would! That’s crazy!! I am so pleased though, 
that he rose again on the third day. 
Iwan, Porth: Jesus is awesome! He came 

back to life after 3 days just like he said! It was a big shock 
for the disciples when Jesus just turned up after being dead. It 
gave them the motivation to tell the world all about him. And that 
still happens today, because the Marvels told us, thousands of 
years after it all happened. That’s pretty amazing I think!! 
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So much has happened since we last updated you on 
Heart for Africa, and we’ve much to praise God for!
Our major project - 'Empowering Women in Muriet' - 
is not only blessing our project participants and their 
families, but others in the Muriet community too. Recent 
reports from Mary, Esther, Leah, Sayuni & Suzan showed 
great progress, but also a common theme in that with 
costs of materials having increased considerably during 
the pandemic, they were all exceeding their projected 
budgets. Miraculously though, we received a second 
£5,000 grant before Easter which gave Heart For Africa 
the project funds to enable us to top up the budgets so 
that the necessary work could be completed! Now Esther 
has built her crop storehouse and is already turning a 
small profit from crop sales, Mary’s well is providing 
a much-needed source of water for the local Maasai 
community, three unrelated individuals have been given 
employment, and one woman has been helped to start 
pig-breeding! The women with piggeries will soon be 
able to sell piglets, enabling them to contribute to the 
Group Fund which will empower other women and meet 
community needs. Please join us in praying for these 
committed, faith-filled women, their businesses, and for 
all who will be impacted through this amazing project!
Due to school closures and travel restrictions caused by 
the pandemic, our friends at CHISWEA Street Children’s 
Centre found that the minibus we bought for them in 2018 
was no longer bringing in an income. They have sold it and 
are reinvesting the proceeds in building residential rooms 
and a small shop, to bring in rental and trading income for 
the Centre. Please pray for success in this venture!

PARTNER FEEDBACKPARTNER FEEDBACK

As we regularly say, few things encourage us 
more than hearing that we are encouraging you!!  

PLEASE KEEP YOUR FEEDBACK COMING!

June Brenton, Aberdare: "Phil & Lawrie…Despite the difficulties of 
the last two years, your amazing schools programme has emerged 
stronger than ever, with the feedback from the children following the 
crucifixion lesson reaching new heights! It was truly awesome... I 
shared some in church on Sunday and everyone was so encouraged 
by what God's so obviously doing through you all in the Rhondda!!"

Guy & Sarah Dingley, Royston, Herts: "Lawrie & Phil... We praise God 
for the incredible witness you all are, and the eternal significance of your 
work in the Rhondda. We pray God continues to work in and through 
you, and we consider it the greatest privilege to partner with you."

Pastor John Cox, Bethel Baptist Church, Ferndale: "Phil… I was 
really struck by the amazing reactions to the crucifixion lesson! There 
was anger and some tears at Jesus’ treatment. Some felt sick in their 
stomach at the unfairness, abuse, injustice and mocking He received 
on the cross. His severe pain and suffering is highlighted, but with two 
incredible words added - 'for me' or 'for us'. Another sentiment was 'He 
made me feel special' and another, 'He did it to save us all from our 
sins'. Without question, that is the fundamental Gospel!! Other state-
ments that struck a chord with me were... 'He was actually the Son of 
God', 'I have never felt more grateful for anything, ever', and this one 
had me chuckling: 'It was all so sad but somehow, it made me happy 
inside especially when God sent the earthquake to prove to the people 
that Jesus really was the Son of God. That made me feel much hap-
pier because God was so angry, He had to show that they really were 
wrong!' While I might not have expressed it quite like that, we may truly 
need more earthquakes of the God kind! What revelation and insight 
from the children!! Fabulous! Wonderful! Big well done to you, Lawrie, 
Smithy, Lauren and the team…” John is a Trustee of Sporting Marvels 
Gill & Keith Williams, Cowbridge: "Lawrie & Phil... Thanks for the last 
Spotlight. Every issue is high quality but this one seems the best ever!! 
It is so full of hope, passion and the Word of God, and we know that 
that never returns void! The number of schools and children you are 
impacting with the Gospel is incredible and, made possible by God's 
mercy and grace. While the word 'awesome' often appears on the pag-
es of Spotlight, it is both accurate and appropriate to describe what's 
happening in the Rhondda, especially when viewed within the context 
of rampant secularism within our educational system. Thank you for 
your inspiration! May God continue to protect this precious work."

Frances & Garnet Pike, Oklahoma City, USA: "Phil & Lawrie...We re-
joice in all He is doing through you, and what a joy to continue to watch 
God fulfill His plan through Sporting Marvels! ...Thrilled to read all the 
reports - from headteachers, from the children, and from the Marvels 
themselves – in recent issues. The massive struggles have turned into 
praise, and we know God never fails! We stand with you!!" Frances is our 
"First Lady" (long story!) and is a former Trustee of Sporting Marvels
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And what about this excerpt from an email Lawrie received from 
Craig Spanswick, Headteacher at Ysgol Gyfun y Cymer, one of 
our key secondary school partners... "Hi Lawrie... Despite the 
challenges experienced by all over the past two years, we continue 
to be thrilled with our partnership with Sporting Marvels and all of 
the great work happening (and not only with us but throughout the 
Rhondda and with the cluster at every level) – it really does ensure 
such fantastic opportunities for pupils... I would also like to thank 
Lauren for all of her work with us – she has been, and continues to 
be, fantastic, and is so very well thought of by staff and pupils alike! 
Ardderchog. Thank you again Lawrie. Diolch o galon..."

"Last week’s lesson was a bit horrible, 
but this week’s lesson was just 

awesome! Jesus knew he had to 
motivate the disciples so that they'd 

tell everyone about him. They did. They 
told people, who told people, who told 

people… who told the Marvels, and 
they told us! Incredible!! If we believe in 

Jesus, he pays for our sins, not us!
It was his life instead of ours!!"
Jayden, YGG Llyn y Forwyn

Logan, Bodringallt: I was in shock today. 
Jesus was dead but then he came back 
alive. I didn’t know that could happen. 
Ava, Treorchy: I feel very lucky and re-
ally grateful to have had all of my sins 
washed away by Jesus and to have had 
them all paid for as well! 
Gethyn, Porth: God loved Jesus so much 
that he wanted him to come 
back to life on the third day! 
I think that God and Jesus 
are awesome, and today's 
Mighty Marvels lesson made 
me so much happier than last 
week’s lesson I can tell you!!
Curtis, Gelli: I wasn’t shocked like 
my friends, that Jesus came back 
alive. I already knew the story about Je-
sus, so I knew it was coming.
Lacey, Llwynypia: What a lesson today’s 
was! Jesus died, then came back to life, so 
that we could be saved and live free. I am 
so proud of him for doing it all for us!
Eliza, Ton Pentre: Last week was grue-
some and sad but this week was the oppo-
site! Jesus was very inspirational!!
Leila, YGG Ynyswen: I loved it when Je-
sus proved everyone wrong, especially 
those horrible Romans who made fun of 
him and were cruel to him.
Sadie, Treorchy: It was so awesome to-
day, watching Jesus’ comeback. I was so 
excited I could honestly have jumped for 
joy! I totally believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God - I loved this story so much and loved 
watching the videos and doing the lessons!! 
Jacob, Nantgwyn: I hated it last week 
when they tortured Jesus. The women took 

ointment to put on Jesus’ body, but the 
tomb was empty. That was amazing. What 
must they have thought? Dead people 
don’t come back to life, do they? But Je-
sus did. It seemed like nobody had faith in 
Jesus and they thought he was gone and 
would never be heard of again, but here 
we are 2000 years later, discussing him! 

That really makes me think!! 
Millie, Nantgwyn: What they 
did to Jesus was horrible, but 
three days later, he came 
back to life! Though that 
made me feel really happy, it 

also made me feel a bit scared 
and confused. I mean, how is 

that possible? But he did it so we 
could be saved from our sins and 

that’s exactly what he did! He saved us!!  
Jack, Ton Pentre: Jesus is unstoppable! 
No-one can do miracles like he can!! 
Mali, YGG Ynyswen: Jesus came back to 
life in today’s lesson. That was awesome, 
but it made me feel a little bit weird inside!
Evie, Ton Pentre: I think what Jesus 
did was incredible. I'm pretty sure that I   
couldn't sacrifice my life for others. 
Ajax, Nantgwyn: I always used to believe 
in Jesus and thought he was a nice per-
son but now I do even more after doing 
the Mighty Marvels lessons! 
Shayla, Gelli: What a lesson we had to-
day! Jesus came back to life, and I felt so 
happy about it, especially for Jesus him-
self, and his team and his family.
Tomas, Alaw: I was in shock when Je-
sus came back to life because I never 
thought that could happen. But it did. I 

loved that he proved the bad guys wrong 
and how cool was it when he told the dis-
ciples not to be scared? 
Ava, Ton Pentre: I would have loved to 
have been there when Jesus rose from 
the dead. He went through an awful lot! 
Theo, YGG Llwncelyn: Jesus came back 
to life!!!! This lesson really shocked me to-
day as once again Jesus performed a mir-
acle bigger than even his other miracles! 
Gracie, Alaw: Jesus dying and coming 
back to life so that we wouldn’t have to 
pay for our sins is an amazing story. But 
it’s real and I really feel like Jesus died for 
me, and for my friends. 
Caleb, YGG Ynyswen: I love the Mighty 
Marvels lessons and these ones about 
Jesus have been awesome. Today, I was 
super-happy because Jesus rose from 
the dead. I believe he is the Son of God! 
Osian, Nantgwyn: I think that Jesus is 
definitely real and everything he did was 
right. He loves us and came back to life 
to save people from their sins.
Devon, YGG Bronllwyn: I was sad last 
week when they put Jesus on the cross 
but in today’s lesson he came back to life!! 
It was amazing!! I think Jesus is the Son 
of God, the most caring person, with the 
loveliest heart in the whole world!!
Reuben, Darran Park: I can’t believe 
how happy I was when Jesus came back 
to life. I was so pleased he was able to go 
and see his family and old friends again. 
After doing the Mighty Marvels lessons, I 
now believe in God.
To quote Phil once again: "Oh My!!!" 
Please pray as led by the Lord!!  

Also, there's news on a couple of changes regarding our 
team of prayer co-ordinators out in Tanzania... Elirehema 
Wegard steps down after 3 years of valued service, while  
Pastor Absalom Jonathan Nassary joins the team. Absa-
lom has been a prayer warrior ever since Steve Owino 
shared our vision for wholesale community transforma-
tion with him a decade or so ago! He leads a church in 
the Engo-Sheraton area of Arusha and we look forward 
to meeting him on our next trip, scheduled for February 
2023! Please pray for our team in East Africa and pray too 
that the Feb 2023 trip happens and is a roaring success, 
with every person that God wants on it, able to go!
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So much has happened since we last updated you on 
Heart for Africa, and we’ve much to praise God for!
Our major project - 'Empowering Women in Muriet' - 
is not only blessing our project participants and their 
families, but others in the Muriet community too. Recent 
reports from Mary, Esther, Leah, Sayuni & Suzan showed 
great progress, but also a common theme in that with 
costs of materials having increased considerably during 
the pandemic, they were all exceeding their projected 
budgets. Miraculously though, we received a second 
£5,000 grant before Easter which gave Heart For Africa 
the project funds to enable us to top up the budgets so 
that the necessary work could be completed! Now Esther 
has built her crop storehouse and is already turning a 
small profit from crop sales, Mary’s well is providing 
a much-needed source of water for the local Maasai 
community, three unrelated individuals have been given 
employment, and one woman has been helped to start 
pig-breeding! The women with piggeries will soon be 
able to sell piglets, enabling them to contribute to the 
Group Fund which will empower other women and meet 
community needs. Please join us in praying for these 
committed, faith-filled women, their businesses, and for 
all who will be impacted through this amazing project!
Due to school closures and travel restrictions caused by 
the pandemic, our friends at CHISWEA Street Children’s 
Centre found that the minibus we bought for them in 2018 
was no longer bringing in an income. They have sold it and 
are reinvesting the proceeds in building residential rooms 
and a small shop, to bring in rental and trading income for 
the Centre. Please pray for success in this venture!

PARTNER FEEDBACKPARTNER FEEDBACK

As we regularly say, few things encourage us 
more than hearing that we are encouraging you!!  

PLEASE KEEP YOUR FEEDBACK COMING!

June Brenton, Aberdare: "Phil & Lawrie…Despite the difficulties of 
the last two years, your amazing schools programme has emerged 
stronger than ever, with the feedback from the children following the 
crucifixion lesson reaching new heights! It was truly awesome... I 
shared some in church on Sunday and everyone was so encouraged 
by what God's so obviously doing through you all in the Rhondda!!"

Guy & Sarah Dingley, Royston, Herts: "Lawrie & Phil... We praise God 
for the incredible witness you all are, and the eternal significance of your 
work in the Rhondda. We pray God continues to work in and through 
you, and we consider it the greatest privilege to partner with you."

Pastor John Cox, Bethel Baptist Church, Ferndale: "Phil… I was 
really struck by the amazing reactions to the crucifixion lesson! There 
was anger and some tears at Jesus’ treatment. Some felt sick in their 
stomach at the unfairness, abuse, injustice and mocking He received 
on the cross. His severe pain and suffering is highlighted, but with two 
incredible words added - 'for me' or 'for us'. Another sentiment was 'He 
made me feel special' and another, 'He did it to save us all from our 
sins'. Without question, that is the fundamental Gospel!! Other state-
ments that struck a chord with me were... 'He was actually the Son of 
God', 'I have never felt more grateful for anything, ever', and this one 
had me chuckling: 'It was all so sad but somehow, it made me happy 
inside especially when God sent the earthquake to prove to the people 
that Jesus really was the Son of God. That made me feel much hap-
pier because God was so angry, He had to show that they really were 
wrong!' While I might not have expressed it quite like that, we may truly 
need more earthquakes of the God kind! What revelation and insight 
from the children!! Fabulous! Wonderful! Big well done to you, Lawrie, 
Smithy, Lauren and the team…” John is a Trustee of Sporting Marvels 
Gill & Keith Williams, Cowbridge: "Lawrie & Phil... Thanks for the last 
Spotlight. Every issue is high quality but this one seems the best ever!! 
It is so full of hope, passion and the Word of God, and we know that 
that never returns void! The number of schools and children you are 
impacting with the Gospel is incredible and, made possible by God's 
mercy and grace. While the word 'awesome' often appears on the pag-
es of Spotlight, it is both accurate and appropriate to describe what's 
happening in the Rhondda, especially when viewed within the context 
of rampant secularism within our educational system. Thank you for 
your inspiration! May God continue to protect this precious work."

Frances & Garnet Pike, Oklahoma City, USA: "Phil & Lawrie...We re-
joice in all He is doing through you, and what a joy to continue to watch 
God fulfill His plan through Sporting Marvels! ...Thrilled to read all the 
reports - from headteachers, from the children, and from the Marvels 
themselves – in recent issues. The massive struggles have turned into 
praise, and we know God never fails! We stand with you!!" Frances is our 
"First Lady" (long story!) and is a former Trustee of Sporting Marvels
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And what about this excerpt from an email Lawrie received from 
Craig Spanswick, Headteacher at Ysgol Gyfun y Cymer, one of 
our key secondary school partners... "Hi Lawrie... Despite the 
challenges experienced by all over the past two years, we continue 
to be thrilled with our partnership with Sporting Marvels and all of 
the great work happening (and not only with us but throughout the 
Rhondda and with the cluster at every level) – it really does ensure 
such fantastic opportunities for pupils... I would also like to thank 
Lauren for all of her work with us – she has been, and continues to 
be, fantastic, and is so very well thought of by staff and pupils alike! 
Ardderchog. Thank you again Lawrie. Diolch o galon..."

"Last week’s lesson was a bit horrible, 
but this week’s lesson was just 

awesome! Jesus knew he had to 
motivate the disciples so that they'd 

tell everyone about him. They did. They 
told people, who told people, who told 

people… who told the Marvels, and 
they told us! Incredible!! If we believe in 

Jesus, he pays for our sins, not us!
It was his life instead of ours!!"
Jayden, YGG Llyn y Forwyn

Logan, Bodringallt: I was in shock today. 
Jesus was dead but then he came back 
alive. I didn’t know that could happen. 
Ava, Treorchy: I feel very lucky and re-
ally grateful to have had all of my sins 
washed away by Jesus and to have had 
them all paid for as well! 
Gethyn, Porth: God loved Jesus so much 
that he wanted him to come 
back to life on the third day! 
I think that God and Jesus 
are awesome, and today's 
Mighty Marvels lesson made 
me so much happier than last 
week’s lesson I can tell you!!
Curtis, Gelli: I wasn’t shocked like 
my friends, that Jesus came back 
alive. I already knew the story about Je-
sus, so I knew it was coming.
Lacey, Llwynypia: What a lesson today’s 
was! Jesus died, then came back to life, so 
that we could be saved and live free. I am 
so proud of him for doing it all for us!
Eliza, Ton Pentre: Last week was grue-
some and sad but this week was the oppo-
site! Jesus was very inspirational!!
Leila, YGG Ynyswen: I loved it when Je-
sus proved everyone wrong, especially 
those horrible Romans who made fun of 
him and were cruel to him.
Sadie, Treorchy: It was so awesome to-
day, watching Jesus’ comeback. I was so 
excited I could honestly have jumped for 
joy! I totally believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God - I loved this story so much and loved 
watching the videos and doing the lessons!! 
Jacob, Nantgwyn: I hated it last week 
when they tortured Jesus. The women took 

ointment to put on Jesus’ body, but the 
tomb was empty. That was amazing. What 
must they have thought? Dead people 
don’t come back to life, do they? But Je-
sus did. It seemed like nobody had faith in 
Jesus and they thought he was gone and 
would never be heard of again, but here 
we are 2000 years later, discussing him! 

That really makes me think!! 
Millie, Nantgwyn: What they 
did to Jesus was horrible, but 
three days later, he came 
back to life! Though that 
made me feel really happy, it 

also made me feel a bit scared 
and confused. I mean, how is 

that possible? But he did it so we 
could be saved from our sins and 

that’s exactly what he did! He saved us!!  
Jack, Ton Pentre: Jesus is unstoppable! 
No-one can do miracles like he can!! 
Mali, YGG Ynyswen: Jesus came back to 
life in today’s lesson. That was awesome, 
but it made me feel a little bit weird inside!
Evie, Ton Pentre: I think what Jesus 
did was incredible. I'm pretty sure that I   
couldn't sacrifice my life for others. 
Ajax, Nantgwyn: I always used to believe 
in Jesus and thought he was a nice per-
son but now I do even more after doing 
the Mighty Marvels lessons! 
Shayla, Gelli: What a lesson we had to-
day! Jesus came back to life, and I felt so 
happy about it, especially for Jesus him-
self, and his team and his family.
Tomas, Alaw: I was in shock when Je-
sus came back to life because I never 
thought that could happen. But it did. I 

loved that he proved the bad guys wrong 
and how cool was it when he told the dis-
ciples not to be scared? 
Ava, Ton Pentre: I would have loved to 
have been there when Jesus rose from 
the dead. He went through an awful lot! 
Theo, YGG Llwncelyn: Jesus came back 
to life!!!! This lesson really shocked me to-
day as once again Jesus performed a mir-
acle bigger than even his other miracles! 
Gracie, Alaw: Jesus dying and coming 
back to life so that we wouldn’t have to 
pay for our sins is an amazing story. But 
it’s real and I really feel like Jesus died for 
me, and for my friends. 
Caleb, YGG Ynyswen: I love the Mighty 
Marvels lessons and these ones about 
Jesus have been awesome. Today, I was 
super-happy because Jesus rose from 
the dead. I believe he is the Son of God! 
Osian, Nantgwyn: I think that Jesus is 
definitely real and everything he did was 
right. He loves us and came back to life 
to save people from their sins.
Devon, YGG Bronllwyn: I was sad last 
week when they put Jesus on the cross 
but in today’s lesson he came back to life!! 
It was amazing!! I think Jesus is the Son 
of God, the most caring person, with the 
loveliest heart in the whole world!!
Reuben, Darran Park: I can’t believe 
how happy I was when Jesus came back 
to life. I was so pleased he was able to go 
and see his family and old friends again. 
After doing the Mighty Marvels lessons, I 
now believe in God.
To quote Phil once again: "Oh My!!!" 
Please pray as led by the Lord!!  

Also, there's news on a couple of changes regarding our 
team of prayer co-ordinators out in Tanzania... Elirehema 
Wegard steps down after 3 years of valued service, while  
Pastor Absalom Jonathan Nassary joins the team. Absa-
lom has been a prayer warrior ever since Steve Owino 
shared our vision for wholesale community transforma-
tion with him a decade or so ago! He leads a church in 
the Engo-Sheraton area of Arusha and we look forward 
to meeting him on our next trip, scheduled for February 
2023! Please pray for our team in East Africa and pray too 
that the Feb 2023 trip happens and is a roaring success, 
with every person that God wants on it, able to go!



BELIEVING FOR WATER DAY!!BELIEVING FOR WATER DAY!!

BIBLE GIVEAWAY APPROACHING!BIBLE GIVEAWAY APPROACHING!

With Head-2-Head, two All-Star Leader 
residentials, and Sports Day ensuring that 
our Events Programme is well and truly back, 
the pressure's now on to make Water Day 
happen before Monday 4th July!! Instead of 
doing it at Whitsun, we've decided to go for 
a Saturday date in June instead. It’s a little 
outside the norm for the Marvels, but for many 
reasons, it’s an event we need God to make 

happen successfully. As a genuine world 
class memory-maker, it provides leadership 
opportunities that are essential to us at this 
juncture!! So, please pray for the event; that 
the kids will flock to it in their droves - the 240 
capacity sold out in 28 minutes!! - that our All-
Star Leaders would be on top form again, that 
the weather would be absolutely perfect, and 
that the event would be a huge success! 

WHAT AN ANSWER TO PRAYER!!WHAT AN ANSWER TO PRAYER!!
by LAWRIE

It’s hard to believe, but our last Bible Givea-
way was July 2019! Over the years we’ve had 
the opportunity to gift thousands of house-
holds with the Word of God and we’re in-
credibly blessed that God keeps pouring out 
His provision for these Giveaways to keep 
happening, pandemic and school closures 
notwithstanding. It’s something we don’t 
take lightly because we know the fruit could 

In her DCW update in the last issue, Chel-
sea said: "All we need now, is a few more 
'moments' to fall into place over the next 
month or so… and I really believe God’s 
going to give them to us!" ...I’m delight-
ed to let you know that God, through his 
goodness and mercy, gave us those mo-
ments we - and you - were praying for!! I 
only wish I could tell you the whole story in 
person, but as I can’t do that, here goes…
In February, after Omicron had come and 
gone, we leaned on the College (for the 
3rd time during the pandemic!!) 
to give us a comeback date for 
church. It was clear however, 
they weren't keen to give us one! 
Covid was obviously the excuse, 
but they also said they had a 
"long-term refurb" planned! Oth-
er potential venues all ended up 
as dead-ends and truth be told, we were 
pretty rattled, knowing how important 
church became (is!!) to our mission until 
Covid brought all our early years of growth/
momentum to a shuddering halt! So we 
did the only thing we could... prayed and 
at Lucy's prompting, fasted too!!
Well, I'm absolutely thrilled to be able to 
let you, our partner family - who've been 
praying for a solution for us too - that God 
has come through for us... big time!! And 
to cut a long story short, Sporting Marvels 
now holds a 25-year lease on a "nearly-
centre-of-Rhondda-venue" that has an 
indoor capacity for up to 150 people!!!
The former Ystrad Labour Club, which 
ceased trading on 17th April (!!) is also 
big enough upstairs to facilitate our office 
needs/requirements, and what's more, 
the monthly rent/lease is just £150 per 
month more than we're paying at our 
rundown offices here on the 
Gelli Industrial Estate! But 
because DCW Church will 
no longer have the ex-
pense of hiring 

the college facility (as it now has a 25-
year "sub-lease" from Sporting Mar-
vels!!) DCW is more than able to cover 
the increased cost, thereby ensuring SM 
costs don't increase as a result of the 
move… another minor miracle, especial-
ly given the vast increase in the overall 
square footage we are getting!!
On top of this, DCW Church has £10,000 
available to help transform the main hall 

into a church auditorium, and 
Phil and I were also able to 
squeeze a further £7,200 
out of our new landlords to 
help cover the upstairs office 
conversion. But with inflation 
and costs running wild in the 
current economic climate, it's 

going to be harder than ever to make the 
available funds stretch, so we're believ-
ing for God to "5-loaves-and-2-fish" our 
urgent needs and yes, we already have 
a few small testimonies on this front!!
The guys are working as hard as they 
can around our busy summer activities 
to transform our new premises (especial-
ly the toilets!!) so we can restart DCW’s 
main Sunday Service ASAP, but this 
needs prayer because it’s a much bigger 
job than we first thought! Please pray for 
God's ongoing provision and favour, and 
that our first Sunday Service can take 
place in weeks, rather than months!!
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be astronomical in the years to come, so it’s 
something we really want to keep doing so 
long as our faithful partners want us to keep 
doing it! After all, we all know what God can 
do with just one Bible, let alone thousands!! 
But with 850 children in this year's Mighty 
Marvels Programme, the required need to 
make it all happen, is £8500, our largest ever 
target!! But praise God, £2,835 of this has al-
ready come in, which means we need Him - at 
the time of writing - to deliver a further £5,665 
during June and the first half of July, in order 
to make this Bible Giveaway 2022 possible. 
Please call in remaining finance that's need-
ed, as well as the protection and favour we 
need on the ground to ensure there are no 
complaints, obstructions etc! Jesus is Lord!!


